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Pentecost Sunday 

 

 
Today is for the Spirit  
  who blows through our lives: 
    unsettling us, stirring us up, sending us onward. 
Today is for the Spirit  
  who comes as a fire: 
    warming us, empowering us, re-forging us. 
Today is for the Spirit  
  who frees our tongues: 
   to talk of God, to speak to our hearts, to heal the world. 
Today is for the Spirit: 
  the Guiding Wind, the Fire Within, the Breath of God. 
 

 
Gathering Prayer 
In this place along the pathways of life’s journey, we offer our thanks for many 
blessings:  

our thanks for God’s great love to welcome us; 
our thanks for the guidance and comfort 
  of Jesus always near us; 
our thanks for the light of the Spirit  
 that breaks through every darkness; 
our thanks for the majesty and mystery of creation,  
 for us and for all things; 
our thanks for those who challenge the evils of the world and work for justice;  
our thanks for acts of compassion that reach into our pain and suffering;  
our thanks for peace-makers who strive to end hostility and violence; 
our thanks for so many ways we encounter God, in the holiness of everyday life.  

 Amen. 
 

 
Holy Conversation 

We hear Jesus’ words that the greatest commandments are to love God and to love 

our neighbour as ourselves.  Our hearts easily lift to this message, but sometimes the 

burden of loving ourselves and our neighbour seems too much to carry.   

We don’t trust God’s grace enough to really let go of our self-concerns.  We don’t trust 

ourselves enough to really let go of our need for acceptance and praise.  We don’t trust 



our neighbours enough to really let go of dislike and discord.  We begin to close 

ourselves off from God by denying Jesus’ love at work in us and in others. 

May holy grace capture us, and God’s love overtake us.  May the wind of the ever-

new Spirit move us to pathways of caring and compassion that bring healing for the hurts 

we have put on others and on ourselves.  In the ways we live, the words we speak, and 

the deeds we do, may we live in the Spirit’s truth, walk in Jesus ways, and move ever 

closer to God’s heart of holiness.  Amen.  

 

 
Scriptures: 

Acts 2:1-17 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And 
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not 
all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our 
own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds 
of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this 
mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’  

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams.  

John 20:19-22 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his 



hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
Reflection 

Stanley Hauerwas, a 20th century writer and theologian, said that the church existed as 
a “story-formed community”.  Stories lie at the centre of our faith – stories are important 
in the church.  There are the stories that the individual church community tells about 
itself – its history, its people, its big events.  Then there is scripture, filled with stories of 
legend, history and people.  One of the big stories of the Christian church is that of 
Pentecost – the coming of the Holy Spirit to the earliest followers of Jesus – his close 
friends and disciples.  And that’s too mild a way to state it.  Pentecost is the story of the 
explosion of the Holy Spirit among those friends, the way it gives them power they 
could not expect or even imagine. 

The whole Book of Acts is a story.  It’s the story about a certain group of people who 
are used by God to create a new world through the power of the Spirit.  The Spirit 
gives them power to follow the path of Jesus – a path of healing, blessing, 
reconciliation, learning and encouraging.  That power flows through their every action.   

These people God uses to foster the coming of the realm of heaven are living in very 
uncertain times, much like we are right now.  They don’t know what tomorrow will hold, 
for them or for the people among whom they minister.  Their world is dominated by the 
Caesars of their time, where the power of the sword reigns supreme, and selfishness 
and greed keep people apart and afraid.  Does that sound at all familiar?  It is into 
within this visceral uncertainty that the Spirit takes them and makes them leaders and 
evangelists for this new way of seeing the world.  The ending is far from fixed or 
known, and there is an absolute refusal to accept the world as it is.  The Spirit insists 
that they can make a difference as they respond to God’s intervention in their lives and 
the lives of others. 

These ordinary people in the book of Acts become extraordinary in the power of the 
Spirit.  They are changed, from a fear-filled and uncertain group of friends and 
compatriots, to a group of authoritative leaders and influencers who bring thousands of 
others along with them on this journey toward new faith in God and God’s doings in 
their lives and in the world.  The message of Jesus’ life and ministry, his death and 
resurrection, become action in their hands. 

The story of Pentecost is about the power of God playing out differently than what 
people had imagined.  The stories of their faith at the time were filled with images of 
God’s power – lightning in the sky, violent thunderstorms, devastating earthquakes, 
pillars of fire, country-wide plagues.  And they expected God’s power to come like that 
again, to sweep away their enemies and reclaim the vision of a nation of power, peace 
and prosperity.  Instead, at Pentecost, what do they get?   



Well, they get signs of power, to be sure.  They get a room filled with tongues of fire 
and a wind from nowhere.  But then what?  They get this group of ordinary people, 
empowered to bring change, but in a very human way, by persuasion and influence, by 
attraction and encouragement.  There is no commanding general for an army, there is 
no overthrowing of the empire in which they find themselves.  There is only people, 
ordinary people, just like everyone else, with their own failings and foibles.  Yet these 
people begin to make a difference.  Folks begin to see the power of their message to 
make lives better, and begin to follow their ways.  And they become empowered 
themselves, as the Spirit touches them too.  So the word spreads, and Christianity 
begins. 

What these ordinary people get from the Spirit is certainly power.  It’s the power to re-
imagine.  It’s the power to see that the world could be different, that the current forces 
don’t necessarily have to hold sway forever.  Things don’t have to stay the same.  
People don’t have to be ranked one over another, and everyone can indeed have 
enough of what they need to live well.  Not everyone sees that new possibility.  For 
some, these people new to the Spirit seem to only be drunk.  Some eyes can see this 
new reality clearly, some minds can take in the new form of power, but some cannot.  
It’s always this way. 

But for those who can be open to the possibility of imagination in the Spirit, the power 
changes them.  They come to see themselves differently.  They lose their sense of 
limits – on themselves and on God.  They lose their connection to the limitations of 
their time and place.  They begin to see that more is possible.  They become 
empowered to lead and not only to follow.  Oh, they are still following the ways that 
Jesus taught, but they also lead the people.  Peter becomes a powerful preacher, and 
how unlikely is that for an illiterate fisherman? 

Peter quotes from the prophet Joel, “Your young men shall see visions and your old 
men shall dream dreams.”  How likely is that?  Aren’t old men past the time of dreams?  
Aren’t they the ones who have given up on dreams, and know how not to do things 
because they were tried before and failed?  They know what can’t be done. 

Yet, in the power of the Spirit, dreams can be dreamt, visions can guide deeds.  There 
are old men with dreams of a different future, who know that the world can become 
more than it is.  There are young men with visions of what people can actually 
accomplish with each other in equity and justice.  There are sons and daughters who 
are prophets of change. 

The Pentecost story tells us about how we can get on with our lives in that same power 
of the Spirit, or miss it entirely. 

When biologists determine whether something is a living creature or not, the primary 
thing they look for is change.  Is the item capable of changing itself or its environment 
for its benefit?  If so, it is alive.  Change is inherent to life.  That’s what the Spirit does 
for us – give us the power to change.  It’s the power to change ourselves and what’s 
around us.  It’s the power to imagine that we and the world can be different, and then 
act to make those differences come to pass. 



Yet isn’t it just so difficult to embrace change?  We want things to keep their 
comfortable sameness, so we know what to expect, even if those things are not so 
comfortable, really, at all.  So we can easily pass up the opportunities the Spirit brings 
our way, in our desire to maintain what is instead of embrace what could be. 

When was the last time you let the Spirit guide you into significant change in your life?  
So you ever do that?  Intentionally?  Knowingly?  Do you imagine your life, your ways, 
your mission and purpose … differently?  Where do you let the Spirit have power in 
your life? 

Power can be seen differently.  It doesn’t have to mean domination.  It can be the 
power of the human spirit to overcome obstacles and situations that could easily 
overwhelm them if they let it.  It’s the power to deal with the grief of heart-wrenching 
loss.  It’s the power to guide a child in growing into a well-rounded and capable adult.  
It’s the power to call to account those who would rape the planet for gain through 
greed.  It’s the power to believe in yourself, and the power to embrace the benefits of 
changing your ways – benefits for you and for others around you.  It’s the power to 
dream, and then to work on making those dreams a reality.  It’s the power of forgiving 
and being forgiven. 

The Spirit of Pentecost is not just for the early church.  And it’s not just for a day.  It’s 
for a lifetime, if you let it.  It’s a choice, a difficult choice at times.  We want to be the 
primary power in our own lives, to make our decisions without external influence.  But 
the power of the Spirit isn’t external at all.  It’s within us.  It’s our own already, if we let it 
be.  It can drive us to perform amazing things, and do astounding deeds, things we 
might not have imagined in our past. 

So let’s give the Spirit that kind of power in our lives.  Let’s have it bring to us new 
horizons, new visions, new dreams.  Let’s find out just what we can really do – in the 
Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 
Community Prayer 

In our humanity, we live with both possibilities and limits.  Our imaginations try many 
ways to create from the limitless reality of God an idea that we can grasp, that we can 
begin to understand.  We build an image of God that grows and changes as we grow 
and change throughout our lives.  Our faith and its truths, found deep within our spirits, 
shape the outline and colour the picture of the God we know and choose to follow. 

God builds a creation, in which we are known.  May creation’s hands hold wellness 
and wholeness for all. God has a voice, by which we are called.  May we hear in God’s 
voice the call to justice and equity for all.  God has a vision, toward which we are led.  
May God’s vision show us paths to peace and an end to violence for families, 
communities, and nations. 



God offers comfort, in which we are embraced.  May God’s comfort touch hearts that 
are heavy with grief or pain, and those that know fear or despair, bringing new light into 
darkened lives.  God has a heart, through which we are loved.  May God’s love touch 
every spirit, opening each person’s living to fullness and abundance.  In that holy love, 
all creation is held and cherished, and all people are in our family, one in the Spirit of 
Life. 

Our spirits speak their own thanksgivings, as we join in the words from our faith stories 
of Jesus’ prayer: 

Our Creator, who is in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come,  
 your will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, 
  the power and the glory,  
  for ever and ever.  Amen 
 

 
Commissioning  (MV 213) 

Take up his song of peace, and go into the world. 
Take up his song of peace in ev’ry moment. 
In ev’ry moment of the journey,  
 we’re laying down our lives; 
lay them down, in peace, lay them down, 
 and take up his song. 

Words and music: Laura A. Herman 2005, arr. Robin King 2006 

 


